Campaign for Addiction Prevention, Treatment and Recovery
Repeal the Sales Tax Exemption on Alcohol! 
March 20, 2009

Name/Legislator
State House

Room #
Boston, MA 

Dear  :

We, the undersigned members of the Campaign for Addiction Prevention, Treatment and Recovery, are writing to urge your support for the repeal of the sales tax exemption on alcohol products sold in stores, and request that the tax revenues generated be dedicated to a Substance Abuse Health Protection Fund.   
Using taxes to raise prices on alcohol is among the most effective deterrents to drinking and underage binge drinking that researchers have discovered; it’s better than law enforcement, media campaigns or school programs.  In addition, research shows that underage binge drinking decreases in proportion to the increase in taxes on beer.  
Many of our neighboring states already tax alcohol to a greater degree. While Massachusetts and New Hampshire currently have no alcohol sales tax, Vermont has a 6% sales tax, Maine a 5% sales tax, Connecticut a 6% sales tax and Rhode Island a 7% sales tax.  In fact, 43 states and the District of Columbia all charge a sales tax on alcohol sold in stores.  A 5% sales tax in Massachusetts would bring our state into line with all these other states and generate about $92 million dollars in revenue for a Substance Abuse Health Protection Fund.
Alcohol abuse causes more deaths from traffic accidents, poisonings, drowning and violence than any other drug; it leads to divorces and family breakups; it costs people their jobs; it damages babies in utero; it destroys judgment.  In addition, underage drinking kills four times as many youths as all illegal drugs combined.  In 2007, 73 percent of all high school students in Massachusetts had consumed alcohol, 28 percent binge drank alcohol, and 20 percent began drinking alcohol prior to the age of 13.  The risk of developing alcohol-use disorders in adulthood is greatest when the age of first drink occurs prior to the age of 15.

Prevention, treatment and recovery support services work for people with alcohol and other drug addictions, but without a comprehensive continuum of care we cannot meet the demand for treatment of the citizens of the Commonwealth. By providing a source of revenue for a Substance Abuse Health Protection Fund, the legislature will demonstrate its commitment to improving the health of Massachusetts residents.  This fund could be managed by the Department of Public Health and could be used to finance addiction programs administered by the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services, Office of Community Corrections, Departments of Corrections, Children and Families, Youth Services and Probation, school health education programs, and community and workplace-based substance abuse prevention and drinking cessation programs.

Repealing the sales tax exemption on alcohol products sold in stores, and dedicating these tax revenues to prevention, treatment and recovery support service programs will make the Commonwealth a healthier and safer place to live and work.     

 Respectfully, 

Advocates, Inc., Framingham

Allston Brighton Substance Abuse Task Force

Bay Cove Human Services, Boston

Behavioral Health Network 

Billerica Substance Abuse Prevention Committee 

Bridgewell, Lynnfield

Boston ASAP 

Boston Asian: Youth Essential Service

Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program

Boston Public Health Commission
Burlington Drug & Alcohol Task Force

CAB Health and Recovery Services, Danvers, Boston

Children's Friend, Inc., Worcester
Clinical and Support Options, Inc., Greenfield

Community Against Substance Abuse, Inc., Winthrop
Community Care Services, Inc., Taunton

Community Services Institute, Springfield

Dorchester Substance Abuse Coalition

Family Recovery Project, Holyoke

FRESH Start - Family Recovery Engagement Support of Hampden County

Gosnold, Inc., Falmouth

Henry Lee Willis Community Center, Inc., Worcester 

High Point Treatment Center, Brockton, New Bedford, Plymouth, Taunton

Institute for Health and Recovery, Cambridge

Jeremiah's Inn, Worcester

Massachusetts Association for Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors 

Massachusetts Association of Behavioral Health Systems

Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling

Massachusetts Organization for Addiction Recovery (MOAR)

Massachusetts Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), Inc.

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Corporations of Massachusetts, Inc.

Mental Health Association of Greater Lowell 

New Bedford Council on Addiction 

Pine Street Inn, Boston

Positive Action Against Chemical Addiction, Inc.

Project COPE, Inc., Lynn

Recovery Homes Collaborative of Massachusetts
Riverside Community Care, Dedham
Road to Recovery Community Substance Abuse Prevention Program, Lawrence

Southeast Regional Network

Stanley Street Treatment and Resources, Inc., Fall River

Spectrum Health Systems, Worcester, Westborough 
Tenancy Preservation Program, Central Mass Housing Courts, Worcester

The Addiction Referral Center, Marlborough

The Guidance Center, Inc., Cambridge

The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts, Inc.

The Massachusetts Psychiatric Society 

The Psychological Center, Lawrence

Western Massachusetts Center for Healthy Communities

Western Massachusetts School Substance Abuse Counselors Association

Western Massachusetts Substance Abuse Providers Association

