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Recovery Coach Strategy Committee Fact Sheet: 
An Act Relative to Recovery Coach Licensure (2023) 

 
House 2005 (Representatives James O’Day)  

Representatives Daniel M. Donahue; Danielle W. Gregoire; Lindsay N. Sabadosa; Christopher Hendricks; 
David Henry Argosky LeBoeuf; Jessica Ann Giannino; Kay Khan; Thomas M. Stanley; Jeffrey Rosario 

Turco; Marc T. Lombardo; Carol A. Doherty; Senators Jason M. Lewis; Bruce E. Tarr 
in The Joint Committee on Mental Health, Substance Use, and Recovery   

 

Senate 1388 (Senator John Keenan)  
Senators Lydia Edwards; John C. Velis; Jason M. Lewis; Joanne M. Comerford; Michael O. Moore; Bruce 

E. Tarr   
Representatives Kay Khan; Thomas M. Stanley   

in The Joint Committee on Public Health  
 

Purpose 
Creates a standardized, streamlined, and regulated process for recovery coach recognition assuring 
payer reimbursement. This act supports efforts to recognize recovery coaching as part of the behavioral 
health workforce and increase the availability of peer-to-peer recovery support services. 
 

Process 
Establish a Board of Registration of Licensed Recovery Coaches, per the recommendations of the 
Recovery Coach Commission. Among other duties, the board will: 

• Implement rules and regulations 
• Review recovery coach applications for approval or disapproval 
• Establish specifications for the authorized practice of recovery coaching 
• Define appropriate standards for education, core competencies, and experience 
• Establish an ethical code of conduct 
• Take disciplinary action when recovery coaches violate code of ethics or rules of the board 

 
A 12-member board will operate within Massachusetts Department of Public Health and include the 
following: 

• The Commissioner of Public Health or a designee 
• The Commissioner of Mental Health or a designee 
• Six members, who are employed as a recovery coach, recovery coach supervisor or educator 

representing demographic diversity from region, workplace, gender identification, culture or 
race. 

• A family member of someone with a substance use disorder 
• One member representing a health plan 
• A licensed physician or nurse specializing in addiction 
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• A person with lived experience from a substance use disorder who received recovery coaching 
services. 

 
Important Components 

Board Composition 
• The Original Board Composition only had one Recovery Coach as a Member. 

o Advocates were successful in advocating for 6 recovery coach related positions, a family 
member, and a person receiving recovery coach services. 

 
• Definition of “Licensed Recovery Coach” 

o “An individual who is authorized to practice with the title of Licensed by the board 
under this chapter and who uses shared understanding, respect and mutual 
empowerment to help others become and stay engaged in the process of recovery from 
a substance use disorder.” 

o The term “Licensed Recovery Coach” may only be used by those who have met the 
requirements and qualifications and have been authorized by the board. 

o A person who is in the process of accruing work hours required for credentialing may 
still perform recovery coach duties, so long as they do not advertise themselves as 
“Licensed”. 
 

• Good Moral Character of Recent History Qualification 
o The addition of “recent history” was amended from an earlier version to demonstrate 

affirmation of the positive behavior changes in sustained recovery.  
 

• “Lived Experience” 
o Licensed Recovery Coaches must demonstrate at least 2 years of sustained recovery 
o The life experience requirement may be waived for family members or other allies who 

were credentialed by the Massachusetts Board of Substance Abuse Counselor 
Certification before the establishment of the board. 

 
• Grandfathering or Test Exempt Period 

o Those who already possess a “Certified Addictions Recovery Coach (CARC)” certification 
shall be considered as already meeting the application requirements and shall be test 
exempt for a limited time as determined by the board. 

 
Questions?  

Contact: Maryanne Frangules, MOAR Executive Director 
617-279-3395 // maryanne@moar-recovery.org 

 
* The Recovery Coach Strategy Committee consists of individuals involved in or effected by peer   
   recovery support services. All are invested in enhancing and preserving the fidelity of  
   recovery coaching to provide the most effective services. 
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